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The Socio-Political Context  
of Jesus
What do you know about the history surrounding the time of 
Jesus’ birth?









• Julius Caesar (64-44BC)


• Cleopatra (51-30BC)


• Had Julius Caesar’s child 47BC


• around 40BC, had her first child to Marc Antony


• Herod the Great (72-4BCE)


• Killed his brothers to maintain power


• Was supported by Cleopatra and Marc Antony


• Completed the 2nd Temple, the “Western Wall” is part of Herod’s building


• “Client King”


• Ordered the massacre of the Innocents


• After his death, he divided the Judean kingdom for his sons and sister:


1. Herod Antipas (4BC-39AD) - Galilee and Peraea


• ordered John the Baptist’s death


2. Herod Archelaus (4BC-6AD) -  Judea, Samaria, Idumea


• Ordered the death of 3,000


• Removed from power by Caesar Augustus, after this 
Caesar Augustus would appoint Roman governors over 
Judea


3. Philip - territories north and east of the Jordan River


4. Salome I - other land


• Pontius Pilate - Presided over Jesus’s trial




